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replied in the affirmative to this proposal whilst the British
Government refused to accept it. That this was so was
already apparent in the speeches made by the British
Prime Minister and the British Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs on the afternoon of September 2nd in the
British Houses of Parliament, and a communication to
that effect was made to the Reich minister for Foreign
Affairs by the Italian Ambassador on the evening of
September 2nd; thus also in the opinion of the Italian
Government the initiative of the Duce had been wrecked
by England/'
This resume, drawn up a long while after the occurrence,
does not possess the unwitting frankness of the " com-
munication," but it, too, provides interesting matter for
reflection. Mussolini's suggestion is described in it as :
" A proposal for an armistice and a subsequent conference."
What are we to make of this ? The word " armistice "
presupposes the beginning of a war and was, as we have
seen, inserted in the " communication " referring to the
visit of the Italian Ambassador to Herr von Ribbentrop
on September 2nd. But you will seek it in vain in the
original formula handed by Count Ciano to M. Francois
Poncet and Sir Percy Loraine on August 3ist. Therefore
Mr. Chamberlain and Lord Halifax in London, and
M. Daladier and M. Bonnet in Paris had discussed and
were still discussing, together with their respective experts,
a document in which there was no reference to military events.
It is quite true that the French reply, for the drawing
up of which a Council of Ministers was summoned in,
Paris on the morning of September ist, did not take into
account the German invasion of Poland which had just
begun while the Government was deliberating. This reply
was " affirmative," naturally ! Yes, certainly! It was
affirmative in principle, but conditional, since it required
that Poland should take part in the conference: it did
not yet stipulate that the invading troops should with-
draw. But, that very evening, the French Ambassador,